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Inventory Project for State's Natural Areas 
Edward J. Cushing, associate professor in the Botany 
Department of the University of Minnesota, has assumed 
the directorship of a project launched by the Nature Con-
servancy of Minnesota to inventory natural areas of the 
state. 
Headquarters for the inventory project will be in the 
office of the Minnesota Academy of Science. 
The initial or planning phase of the program includes 
developing a preliminary list of sites to be inventories 
from information compiled previously by government 
agencies and by individuals around the state. This list 
will be catalogued by counties, and as potential sites are 
indicated, they will be checked on available topographic 
maps and aerial photographs. 
Cushing said it should then be possible to establish 
priorities for a field inventory, which will be the second 
phase of the propect. This will be compiled by regions 
within the state, counties in the regions, and actual sites 
56 
within the counties. Endangered and rare natural com-
munities will then be inventoried in more detail so that 
a balanced coverage of community types may be attained. 
With such information in hand, a schedule is to be 
drawn up for field activity to be carried on from April 
through October. Further searching of maps and aerial 
photographs during this phase is expected also to turn 
up additional and promising natural areas. 
One facet of the work will consist of drawing up check 
sheets so that information about the areas and descrip-
tions of vegetation may be assembled in a standardized 
manner according to accepted practices in biological pro-
grams and suitable for a computerized information bank. 
Classification of the plant communities for further 
analysis will follow the summer field work. Cataloguing 
of sites is then projected as a step for making information 
more useful and also for guiding efforts that might become 
necessary to conserve some communities. 
The Minnesota Academy of Science 
Minnesota Natural Areas Worthy of Preservation 
Academy of Science members and their friends can help in the program to preserve natural 
areas in the state by reporting sites that seem worthy of attention. Sites may be either extensive areas 
under multiple ownerships or small parcels within private properties. The main thing is to identify 
locations as soon as possible. 
1. Local name or way of designating the area : ______ ___ _________ _ _ 
2. General location: County: _ ________ Township:. _____ ________ _ 
Distance and direction from village or town: __________ _________ _ 
3. Detailed location . Boundaries indicated on attached county map or state road map: _ _ _ _ 
4. Acreage; ___ ___ ________________ ___ _ _ ___ _ _ __ _ 
5. Ownership: (Names and addresses) _____ _ ____ ____ ________ _ 
6. Valuation: Offered, or likely to be offered as gifts? Yes _ _ No _ _ 
Sale: _ ________ Price : _______ Option desirable: __________ _ _ 
7. Natural Area Values: 
Biotic communities present:--- - -------- - ----~ ---~ ----
Rare plants or animals (name): _ ___ ___ ___ ________ _ _ ___ _ 
Scenic: _____ _ _ _ _________ _ ___ ___ _ ______ ___ _ 
Special features :-------------------------- - ----
8. Artificial structures. Buildings : _ _ _ _ ____________________ _ 
Roads: _ _ ___ _ __ Trails: _________ Other: ____________ _ 
9. Past human disturbance of the land. Farming: ______________ ____ _ 
Grazing: ___ ____ Lumbering: _______ Flooding: ___________ _ 
Fire: _____ ______ Other (specify): ______________ _ 
10. Special problems. Trespass: ' unting: _ ____________ _ 
Picnicking: ____ ___ Fire; ____ ___ Exotics: ____________ _ 
Stray animals; ____________ Other: ________________ _ 
11. Technical opinion: (Give name and address of one or more ecologists or others who know the 
area or have seen it and could testify as to its scientific aspects) ____________ _ 
12. Availability of local people. For project committee: ________ _______ _ _ 
For fund raising : _______ _ For scientific ~esearch : _____________ _ 
For custodian : ___ __________ ~-----------------
13. Justification and Comments (Such as statement on priority, need proximity to a school, kind of 
use recommended, as teaching, research, etc.) 
Signed 
Address 
Return completed form to: 
Executive Director 
Minnesota Academy of Science 
3100 38th Avenue South 
Minneapolis, Minn. 55406 
Phone: 721-3391 
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